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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH^S 


For  the  Year  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  disti'ict  during  the  year  1905. 

The  number  of  births  registei-ed  for  the  year  1905  is  Births 
897,  which  includes  477  males  and  420  females,  and  cal- 
culated on  a population  of  24,U00  to  midsummer,  1905, 
gives  a birth  rate  per  1000  per  annum  of  37'3,  as  against 
38-2  for  1904. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  is  493,  as  against 
531  for  1904. 

The  total  mean  birth  I’ate  for  the  past  10  years  is  38'4. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  year  1905  is  Deaths 
404,  which,  on  a similar  calculation,  gives  a death-rate  per 
1000  per  annum  of  16'8,  as  against  16T  for  1904. 

Nineteen  of  the  deaths  were  non-residents,  whilst  ten 
deaths  of  residents  occurred  outside  the  district,  so  that 
the  corrected  death-rate  is  16‘4. 

The  proportionate  mortality  per  1000  per  annum,  at  all 
ages,  and  from  all  causes,  in  the  three  wards  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  calculated  upon  the  approximately  estimated 
population  of  each  ward,  from  information  kindly  supplied 
by  Mr.  Cole,  Assistant  Overseer  and  Collector  is  as  follows  : 

Cannock  Ward  (excluding  Workhouse)  ...  13’3 
Hednesford  Ward  ...  ...  ...  12  9 

Chadsmoor  Ward  ...  ...  ...  16' 
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Births  and 
Deaths 


Deaths  under 
One  Year 


Deaths  under 
Five  Years 


The  total  mean  death-rate  from  all  causes  for  the  past 
10  years  is  16'5 ; the  mean  deaih-rate  from  Zymotic 
disease  during  the  same  period  being  -’1  per  1000. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  with  their  respective  rates  for  the  10  years  1896— 
1905,  viz. ; — 

Total  Births  for  years — 

1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905 

780  846  836  955  886  893  981  887  9 ’-9  897 

Birth  nite  35'45  38'45  38  43'4  38‘5  37’2  40'8  3(  38'2  3/‘3 

per  1000 

Total  Deaths  for  years — 

1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905 

378  316  389  387  410  403  402  351  387  404 

Death  rate  17.18  14  36 17-68  17-59  17-8  16-8  16-75  14-6  16-1  16-8 

per  1000 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  is  127. 
giving  a death-rate  of  5-2  per  lOOO,  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Included  amongst  these  deaths  were  six 
from  measles,  eight  from  diarrhoea,  three  from  enteritis 
(not  tuberculous),  three  from  gustro-intestinal  catarrh, 
twenty-two  from  premature  birth,  nineteen  fiom  atrophy, 
debility  and  marasmus,  five  fixmi  tubercular  disease,  one 
from  erysipelas,  one  from  rickets,  two  from  meniiuritis 
(not  tuberculous),  eight  from  convulsions,  nine  from  bi-on- 
chitis,  eighteen  from  pneumonia,  and  one  from  overlaying. 

The  infantile  mortality  is  14-1  per  cent.,  as  against  13'8 
per  cent,  for  1904. 

It  will  be  noted  that  most  of  these  deaths  are  fi-oni 
premature  birth,  wa-sting  diseases,  due  to  malnutrition, 
and  chest  mischief  from  undue  exposure.  Diarrha'a  and 
marasmus  in  the  main  indicate  impropei-  feeding  with 
starchy  foods,  &c.  Iiistriictioii  of  school  teachers  and 
senior  scholars  in  “ Infant  Hygiene  ” is  to  be  recommeiided 
as  a step  in  the  right  direction  for  di.sseminating  the 
necessary  knowledge  in  the  rearing  of  infants.  ” The 
Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council  have  insti- 
tuted training  da.sses  in  “Infant  Hygiene”  for  school 
teachers,  and  I advise  your  Education  Committee  to  apply 
to  the  County  Council  for  a course  of  lectures  on  this 
subject  to  the  teachers  and  senior  girls  of  the  schools  in 
this  district. 

The  total  immbei-  of  death.,  is  lil7,  whiel.  gives  » death, 
rate  of  8 2 per  1000,  as  against  6 6 in  the  preceding  year. 


D 


Deaths  from 
Diseases 

Small-Pox 


Deaths  fi'om  the  various  diseases  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

None. 

Five  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  twelve  in  Measles 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  fifteen  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward, 
and  one  in  the  Workhouse — total  33 — giving  a death- 
rate  of  nearly  1'4  per  1000. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  during  Januaiy  in  Chads- 
moor and  High! own,  necessitating  closure  of  the  Chads- 
moor Infants’  Schools  for  one  month,  and  abated  during 
February.  Tt  spread  in  the  Hednesford  district  during 
February,  and  the  Infants’  School  in  Station  Road  was 
closed  for  a similar  period.  The  West  Hill  Schools  were 
likewise  closed  in  March.  The  disease  abated  in  Green 
Heath  during  April,  but  began  to  spread  in  Wimblebury, 
necessitating  closure  of  the  Wimblebury  Infants’  School 
for  the  usual  peiiod.  In  May  the  disease  was  prevalent  in 
Church  Hill  and  Hill  Top,  Hednesford,  and  the  Church 
Hill  and  Hill  Top  Schools  were  consequently  closed.  Dur- 
ing July  it  was  rampant  in  the  Hazel  Slade  and  Rawnsley 
districts,  and  the  Rawnsley  Infants’  School  was  also  closed 
in  consequence.  During  these  epidemics  six  died  under 
one  year  old,  twenty-five  from  one  to  five  years  old,  and 
two  from  five  to  fifteen.  Broncho-pneumonia  was  generally 
the  fatal  complication.  With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
measles  in  the  various  parts  of  the  district,  I have  pointed 
out  to  your  Council  the  danger  of  infection  attending 
children  who  go  to  school  at  an  early  age.  Statistics  go 
to  prove  that  60  per  cent,  of  deaths  from  measles  occur 
during  the  first  two  years  of  age,  75  per  cent,  in  the  first 
thi-ee,  and  upwards  of  90  per  cent,  under  five  years. 

As  I have  already  stated  in  my  first  Annual  Report, 
infection  begins  at  least  three  days  befoi’e  the  rash  appears, 
and  is  given  off  by  the  breath  and  mucus  from  the  onset 
of  the  first  symptons,  possibly  even  during  the  stage  of 
incubation,  which  is  usually  about  12  days. 

The  Council  this  year  unanimou.sly  resolved  that  the 
resolution  fixing  the  minimum  age  of  admissioit  to  schools 
at  four  years  be  altered  to  five  years,  and  the  Committee 
and  Managers  instructed  accordingly. 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  and  Scarlatina 
two  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — total  5 — as  against  one 
death  for  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding  year. 


MembraneXi  tloaths  occurred,  both  in  the  Chadsmoor  VVai’d  ; as 

Croup  against  four  deaths  for  the  whole  district  in  tlie  preceding 
yeai*. 

Three  deaths  occurred,  one  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  and 
two  in  the  Chadsmoor  W'^ard  ; as  against  twelve  deatlis 
for  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding  year. 


Itui'ing  December  this  disease  was  prevaletit  in  Heath 
Hayes  and  Cannock.  Tlie  He{i,th  Hayes  Infants’  School, 
and  the  Cannock  Walsall  Hoad  Infants’  School  were  con- 
sequently closed  for  a period  of  four  weeks. 

Croup  death  occuried  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward.  No  death 

occurred  in  the  district  in  the  j)reced]ng  year. 

Typhoid  Fever  ()j,g  death  occinaed  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  and  two  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward — total  3—  against  none  for  the 
whole  district  in  the  preceding  year. 

fnUuenza  occurred,  two  in  the  Hednesforil  Ward,  and 

two  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward  ; against  six  deaths  recorded 
for  the  whole  di.sti'iet  in  the  preceding  year. 


I'liis  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  early  ])art  of  last 
yeai',  and  was  attended  with  a good  deal  of  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia. 


Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 


Six  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Waid,  four  in  the 
Hednesford  Ward,  and  eight  in  the  Chadsmoor  ^V’ard — 
total  lb  as  ag'ainst  a total  of  twenty  ni  the  preceding 
year.  All  tho.se  di-aths  occuried  under  live  years. 


Puenieral  Fev’r 


Three  deaths  occurred,  all  in  the  Chadsmoor  AVard  • 
a.s  against  the  same  number  in  the  same  Ward  in  the  pre- 
ceding yeai’.  ^ 


• P l'l'>ee  death.s  occurred,  one  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  one 

in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse~as 
against  a similar  number  for  the  whole  district  in  the  pre- 
coilinff  year.  ^ 

O » 


One  of  the  fatal  cases  occuried  as  a complication  in  a 
head  injury  received  at  a colliery. 

Phthisis  Twelve  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward  thi-oo  in 
ty  H.«|i,o,sror.l  WanI,  six  i„  the  Chadsmoor  \Vaul.  ami 
m the  \\  o,khaase-total  2G-siving  a doalli-iato  o£ 
1 U>>  per  loOU— as  against  a death-rate  of-87  in  the  rre- 
ceding  year.  ^ 
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These  deaths  include  one  carpenter,  three  miners,  three 
labourers,  one  blacksmith,  and  one  edge-tool  grinder. 

I believe  compulsoiy  notification  would  be  a useful 
measure  as  it  would  enable  us  to  visit  the  homes  of  the 
patients  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessary  value  of 
fresh  air  in  the  way  of  open  windows  and  chimneys,  and 
also  see  to  the  proper  disposal  of  sputum  and  disinfection 
of  rooms  in  fatal  cases,  or  after  removal, 

T wo  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  three  in  the 
Hednesford  Ward,  and  three  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — 
total  8— six  of  these  deaths  occurred  under  5 years. 

Four  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  one  in  the 
Hednesford  Ward,  and  two  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — total 
7 — as  against  a total  of  15  in  the  preceding  year.  This  is 
a satisfactory  decrease. 

Twenty-five  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  six- 
teen in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  twenty-nine  in  the  Chads- 
moor Ward,  and  two  in  the  Workhouse — total  72 — giving 
a death-rate  of  8 per  lOUO,  and  of  which  44  were  under  5 
yeais — as  against  a total  of  65,  with  a ratio  of  27  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  proportionate  death-rate  in  each  Ward,  based  upon 
their  approximately  estimated  populations  is  as  follows: 

Cannock  Ward  (excluding  Workhouse)  ... 

Hednesford  Ward  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chadsmoor  Ward  ...  ...  ...  3‘5 


The  subjoined  table  shows  the  mortality  from  these  dis- 
eases for  the  past  10  years,  viz. : 


189rt 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904  1905 

Under  5 fi2 

22 

43 

4.5 

46 

45 

35 

36 

38 

44 

Over  5 27 

44 

4t) 

52 

37 

35 

44 

29 

27 

28 

89 

66 

89 

97 

83 

80 

79 

65 

65 

72 

One  cieath  occurred  from  pleuri.sy  in  the  Hednesford 
Ward ; against  a total  of  8 in  the  preceding  yeai’. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  and  six  in 
the  Chadsmoor  Ward  total  14— against  a total  of  ten 
deaths  recorded  in  the  preceding  year.  Twelve  of  these 
deaths  were  under  one  year  old. 

Five  deaths  were  recorded,  one  in  the  Cannock  Ward, 
one  in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  two  in  the  Chadsmoor 
Ward,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse,  against  a total  of  eight 
in  the  preceding  year. 


other  Tubercu- 
lar Diseases 


Cancer 


Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 


Pleurisy 


Other  Diseases 
of  Respiratory 
Organs. 


Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of 
Liver 


8 


rrematurc  Birth 


Discuses  and 
Acci<leuts  of 
Parturition 


Uoart  Disease 


Accidents 


Zymotic  disease 


UiicerWfled 

Deaths 


Four  deaths  ofcurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  eleven  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  six  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward,  and 
one  in  the  Work  house --total  22 — as  against  nineteen 
deaths  recorded  in  the  preceding  year. 

Ten  deaths  occurred,  tliree  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  four 
in  tlie  Hednesford  WTrrd,  and  three  in  the  Chadsmoor 
Ward — total  ten--as  against  two  deatlis  recorded  for  tlie 
whole  district  in  the  ju’eceding  year. 

Eleven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  six  in  the 
Hednesford  Waid,  six  in  the  Chadsmoor  W'^ard,  and  live 
in  the  Workhou.se — total  26 — with  a ratio  of  I’l  per  lOOO, 
as  against  23  deaths  recorded  in  the  preceding  year. 

Six  deaths  were  recorded,  giving  a ratio  of  ‘25  per  1000, 
as  against  thirteen  deaths  recorded  in  the  preceding  year. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  erysipelas  complicat- 
ing a head  injuiy  received  at  a colliery  — beyond  this  no 
deaths  have  occurred  frotn  colliery  accidents. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  from  Zymotic  disease  is 
58,  which  gives  a death-rate  of  2’4  per  1000 ; as  against 
29  deaths  recorded  in  the  preceding  year,  with  a ratio  of 


The  subjoined  (able  indicates  the  number  of  deaths  and 
death-rates  for  the  j)ast  10  years,  viz. : 


180(5  1807  1898  1899  1900  1901 


Siiiall-po.\  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mrasles  25 

U 

31 

0 

29 

3 

Scarlatin.a  5 

ll 

4 

2 

4 

29 

0 

Diphtheria  h 
amt  Membra-  >0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

nous  Croup  } 
Whooping 

Cough  13 

8 

4 

10 

3 

10 

Tv])hoi(l  1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

0 

Diarrlia'a  9 

20 

29 

25 

22 

15 

— 

— 

— 



■ 

Totals  _ 53 

47 

70 

41 

f>7 

(53 

Death  Rate’  2'4 

21 

31 

1-8 

2-9 

2(5 

1902  1908  1904  1905 
0 0 4 0 

17  12  0 33 

11  5 1 5 

2 3 4 2 


3 3 12  3 

4 0 0 3 

8 10  8 12 

45  33  29  58 

18  1-3  1-2  2-4 


Cannock  ’Ward. — One  death  occurred 
one  from  atelectasis,  one  from  prematui-i 
natural  causes. 


from  convulsions, 
ty,  and  three  from 


H E DNK  SFOKD  W A R 1) . — N Oil  e. 


Chadsmoor  Wapd. — Two  deaths  occurred  from 

U St  s. 


natural 
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WoRKHODSE. — One  death  occurred  from  natural  causes. 

The  total  number  of  death.s  is  9 ; as  against  17  in  the 
preceding  year — a gratifying  reduction. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  under  this  act  is  328,  NoUScation  of 
as  against  239  in  the  preceding  year.  ‘teases  Act 

Subjoined  are  the  various  details  of  disease  notified,  viz.; 

None.  A suspicious  case  (a  tramp)  was  removed  to  the  Smaii-pos 
Small-poy  Hospital  in  January  of  last  year,  but  the  dis- 
ease proved  to  be  general  eczema,  and  the  man  was  dis- 
charged as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  254  in  161  houses,  as  .Scariat  na 
against  105  in  122  houses  in  the  preceding  year.  The  per- 
centage of  this  disease  is  77  upon  the  sum  total  of  diseases 
notified.  The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  viz.  ; 

Cannock  Ward. — Tliirty-eight  ca.ses  in  thirty-three 
houses. 

Hednespord  Ward. — One  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  in 
seventy- three  houses. 

CiiADSMOOR  Ward. — One  hundred  and  three  cases  in 
fifty-eight  houses. 

The  case  mortality  is  appro.ximately  2 per  cent.,  as 
against  '6  per  cent,  in  the  pieceding  year.  The  first  and 
third  quarters  of  the  year  showed  the  gi-eater  proportion 
of  cases  notified.  The  disease  has  been  gene- ally  of  a 
mild  type,  the  rash  in  many  cases  being  slight  and  lasting 
only  a short  time,  and  people  are  apt  to  think  little  of  its 
importance.  So  when  the  desquamative  staffe  of  the  dis- 
ease is  reached  infection  spreads,  despite  waruin<»s  con- 
veyed to  families  to  keep  infected  children  to  their  own 
homes.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  in 
the  Chadsmoor  Ward  one  hundred  and  three  ctses  occur- 
red in  fifty-eight  houses,  the  absolute  futility  of  checking 
the  disease  short  of  hospital  isolation  is  very  obvious. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  two  in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  i^'piaheria 
and  two  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — as  against  five  in  the 
preceding  year. 

In  one  instance  defective  drainage  conditions  were  found 
and  remedied. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  fatal,  and  T would  suggest  to  the 
Council  that  they  supply  gratuitously  through  their 
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Membranous 

Croup 


Krj-sipelas 


Typhoid  Fever 


Medical  Officer,  anti-diphtheritic  scrum,  wliich  is  both 
cui'ative  and  preventive. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  two  occurring  in  tlio  Cannock 
Ward,  and  one  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — against  ii  similar 
number  notified  in  the  preceding  j’ear. 

Nineteen  cases  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  eiglit  in 
I he  Hednesford  Wai  d,  and  eighteen  in  the  Chadsmoor 
Ward — total  4r) — as  against  a total  of  31  in  the  piecediug 
year. 

Twelve  eases  were  notified,  eight  occurring  in  the 
Cannock  Ward,  and  four  in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  a.s 
against  a total  of  tl^ree  in  the  preceding  yeai. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows,  viz.  : 

1.  May. — A fatal  case  in  the  Rugeley  Hoad,  Hednesford, 
opposite  Messrs.  Bumsted  and  Chandler’s  Foundiy.  3'he 
house  drainage  was  defective,  and  there  was  no  connection 
with  the  sewer.  The  water  supply  was  pure. 

2.  June.  — A case  at  Kingswood,  Bridgtown,  probably 
irnpoi’ted.  No  sanitai’y  defects  found.  Water  supply 
dei’ived  from  a spring  some  distance  away  and  not  con- 
taminated. 


3.  August. — .\  case  near  Stoney  Fields,  prouabi}'  im- 
ported. Defective  drainage  conditions  found  on  j letnii-es. 

One  case  on  West  Hill,  Hednesford,  where  defective 
drainage  also  existed. 


4.  Septemhkiv.— A fatal  case  in  Cannock  Waid  on  a 
farm  premises.  Water  supply  derived  from  a well  but 
the  water  proved  potable.  No  evident  sanitary  defects. 
Disinfection  duly  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


5.  OCTOBKR.- 


-Four  cases  notified  in  one  house  in  Black- 
fords,  Cannock.  The  fiist  case,  in  my  opinion,  was 
imported.  I’he  patient  first  attackeef  suffered  ' from 
diarrhoea,  and  had  just  amved  from  America,  but  the 
illness  was  of  a very  ill  defined  nature.  Three  other  mem- 
bei's  of  the  family  subsequently  fell  ill,  and  the  medical 
attendant  attributed  the  disease  to  ty]dioid,  which  was 
bacteriologically  proved  by  the  Mason  CollegJ  authorities, 
Birmingham.  I'he  outbreak  occuiTcd  in  a.  row  of  houses 
the  drainage  from  which  emptieil  into  a dumb  well,  but 
connection  has  now  been  made  with  the  sewer.  Orie  of 
these  cases  w'as  fatal. 
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6.  November. — Two  typhoid  ca.se.s  notified,  one  in  the 
family  above  referred  to,  the  other  in  a family  re.siding  in 
the  same  row  .of  houses.  Separate  privies  .and  ashpits 
ai’C  provided  for  the  two  infected  houses.  The  infected 
e.xcretafroni  the  family  fii*st  attacked  were  duly  disiiifei-ted 
and  buried  Despite  this  however,  1 believe  tliere  must 
have  been  a leakage  of  infection  from  one  house  to  the 
otlier. 

In  all  these  cases  the  Sanitary  Inspector  did  all  he  could 
in  the  way  of  disinfection. 

Two  cases  were  notified  in  the  Ilednesford  Ward,  and  PueiTcrni  Fev’r 
oiirht  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — total  10  — as  a^jainst  a 
total  of  six  in  tlie  preceding  year. 

They  occurred  as  follows  : — 

.Ianuaky. — One  case  in  Chadsmoor.  No  suspicion  could 
be  reasonally  attached  to  the  mid-wife  in  the  case.  She 
was  prohibited  from  further  work  until  it  was  considered 
safe. 

February. — One  c.ase  in  Wimblebury,  due  probably  to  a 
chill,  and  where  no  mid-wife  attended. 

One  fatal  case  in  Ch.adsmooi’  in  which  an  in([uest  was 
held.  The  mid-wife  attending  the  ca.se  was  as  soon  as 
possible  prevented  from  further  raid-wifery  work,  but  not 
before  a patient  in  a neighbouring  street  became  infected. 

I have  no  doubt  in  this  instance  that  the  mid-wife  attend- 
ed without  being  aw.are  of  the  actual  nature  of  the  illness 
in  the  c.ase  that  ended  fat.ally. 

March. — A f.atal  case  in  Heath  Hayes,  the  mid-wife 
promptly  prohibited,  and  the  County  Mi<iwivcs’  Inspector 
communicated  with. 

May. — One  case  in  Lovatt’s  Building,  West  fduadsmooi-, 
where  a woman,  not  certificated,  rendered  help. 

A case  in  McGhie  Street  where  a certificated  mid-wife 
was  in  attendance,  but  the  cause  probably  was  a chill. 

A.  case  in  Platt  Street,  Hightown,  where  no  mid-wife 
was  in  attendance,  and  the  child  born  bcfoi’e  the  Doctor’s 
arrival — here  again  the  c.ause  probably  was  a chill. 

December. — A fatal  case  in  Wimblebury  where  .an  un- 
certificated mid-wife  first  .attended  and  subserpiently  pro- 
hibited. 
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PRupcrSickncsf 


Water  supply 


Wooden  Struc- 
tures or  dwel- 
lings. 


Vaccination 


No  of  houses  in 
district. 


Another  case  also  was  notified  in  the  Hednesford  Ward, 
where  I found,  on  enquiry,  that  no  mid-wife  w is  in  attend- 
ance. The  medical  attendant  informed  me  that  it  Avas  of 
a mild  type,  and  soon  convalescent. 

1 am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  certificated  mid- 
wives are  doing  their  best  to  conform  to  the  written  and 
personal  instruction  given  tliern  by  the  County  MidAvives’ 
Inspector. 

In  the  fox'tnightly  returns  during  the  past  year  Avere  the 
following,  viz.  : 

Cannock  Ward. — One  case  of  diarrha*a,  two  cases  of 
phthisis,  and  four  of  measles. 

Hednesford  Ward.^ — Six  cases  of  measles,  two  of 
marasmus,  two  of  phthisis,  and  one  of  diarrhoea. 

Chadsmoor  Ward. — TavcIa'c  cases  of  measles,  five  of 
diari'hoea,  three  of  phthisis,  tAvo  of  marasmus,  one  of 
influenza,  one  of  scarlatina,  one  of  puerperal  fever,  one  of 
entei’itis,  one  of  cancer,  and  one  of  whooping  cough. 

Workhouse. — Nine  cases  of  measles,  tAvo  of  diarrhoea, 
one  of  phthisis,  one  of  influenza,  one  of  chicken  pox,  and 
one  of  improper  feeding. 

This  is  excellent.  It  is  mostly  supplied  by  the  South 
Statfordshire  WatcrAvorks  Comjtany,  who  have  dn ting  the 
past  year  laid  on  600  yards  of  Water  Mains,  to  Avhich  100 
houses  have  been  connected. 

Several  of  these  are  permanenth’  fixed  for  habitation  in 
the  district  and  have  been  condemned,  notalily  in  Broom- 
hill,  Pje  (Jrecn,  and  Heath  Hayes. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Spooner,  the  Vaccination  Officer 
for  the  folloAving  notes,  viz. ; “ For  the  yetir  ending  June 
doth,  1905,  there  are  no  cases  of  default  in  the  district,  all 
have  been  accounted  for.  There  is  no  general  objection  to 
vaccination,  only  one  person  being  summoned.  There  are 
only  a fcAv  ajiplications  for  certificates  of  conscientious 
oiqeetion.  Much  is  duo  to  the  Public  ^'accinators,  Drs. 
R.  Holton  and  J.  K.  Butter  for  the  ])ainstal<ing  and'  tact- 
ful manner  in  Avhich  they  discharge  theii-  duties  ” 

Mr.  Cole,  Assistant  Overseer  and  Collector,  kindly  in- 
forms me  that  the  respective  number  foi-  each  Ward  is  as 
folloAVS  : — 
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Ciinnook  Ward 
Hednesford  Ward 
Chads  moor  Ward 


1727 

1581 

1652 


49t30 

Less  ...  5* 


Nett  ...  4955 


* Condemned.  Two  in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  and  three 
in  the  Chad.smoor  Ward. 


1.  Inspections. — Workshops  60.  Written  Notices  0. 

Homeworkers’  Premi.ses  8.  Wj-itten  Notices  0. 

Total  number  of  Inspections,  68. 

2.  Defects  Found. — Nuisances  4 Remedied  4. 

3.  Homework. — Lists  3.  Outworkers  48. 

4.  — Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkei-s’ 
premises  (w’earing  apparel)  1. 

5.  — Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  1. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  end  of  year,  53. 

The  sanitation  in  connection  with  this  Act  is  on  the 
whole  satisfactory. 

In  March  I accompanied  the  Sanitary  Insjiector  to  a 
Porkshop  in  Station  Street.  Hednesford,  and  condemned 
tuberculous  pork  exhibited  for  sale.  A pi’osecution  and 
fine  follow'ed. 

I may  state  hei’e  that  the  Sanitary  inspector,  who  is 
certificated,  carries  out  his  inspection  work  of  the  meat 
shops  in  a thorough  manner. 

The  present  hospital  being  altogether  unsuitable,  the 
further  provision  of  a permanent  small-pox  liospital  has 
been  receiving  the  attention  of  a special  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils.  A 
permanent  site  will  shortly  be  decided  upon. 

During  the  past  year  I have  regularly  analysed  the 
effluents  and  found  them  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Hendry,  the  Surveyor,  kindly  st  nds  me  the  follow- 
ing description  re  construction  of  Impounding  Tank  last 
year,  viz. : — 

“ In  may  and  June  of  last  year  (1905)  £100  was  spent 
in  constructing  at  the  Sewage  Outfall  Works,  a eitvular 


Factory  and 
Workshop  Act. 


Unsound  Mi  at 


Small-pox 

Hoa|iital 


Stvierage  Fnrni 
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Conclusion 


Brick  Tank,  28ft.  6in.,  internal  diameter  of  3ft.  Gin.  deep, 
iiaving  a working  capacity  of  12,000  gallons,  which  was 
iido])ted  as  approximately  the  dry  weather  accumulation 
of  sewage  in  the  Bridgtown  and  Cannock  low  level  sewers 
overnight  when  pumping  is  suspended  ; its  object  being  to 
act  as  an  impounding  reservoir  to  hold  and  regulate  the 
flow  of  sewage  from  tlie  low  levels,  instead  of  pumping  it 
direct  into  tlie  settling  tanks  as  previously  arranged, 
wliereby  the  proce->s  of  partial  puriMcation  by  subsidence 
was  disturbed  at  intervals  and  the  sediment  washed  on  to 
tlie  filters. 

A decided  improvement  is  apparent  in  the  distributing 
troughs  on  the  lilteivs  and  in  the  effluent  thei’efrom.” 

I append  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  for  the  past 
year,  also  the  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  County  Council,  and  beg  to  remain,  gentle- 
men, with  thanks  for  courtesies  extended  to  me  by  you 
and  your  officials. 

Your  obedient  sei  vant, 

J.  NORTHEY  PHILLIPS. 

The  Poplars,  Hednesford, 

16th  March,  190G. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 

For  Year  ending  December  3lst,  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  tliird  Annual  Repoi  t as  Sanitai-y 
Inspector  to  the  Cannock  Urban  Disti-ict  Council. 

During  the  year  ending  Dec.  81st,  1905,  5,620  Ashpits  General  Sani- 
have  been  reported  emptied  ; 4,200  of  these  were  inspected  ^Nork 
before  and  after  emptying. 


80  pi’eliminary  notices  have  been  served  upon  the  Notice.s served 
owners  or  occupiers  of  propei-ty  to  remedy  sanitai-y  defects 
discovered  in  the  course  of  my  inspections. 


The  premises  referred  to  in  the  notices  were  subse- 
(pLently  re-visited  by  myself ; 800  reinspections  having 
been  made,  32  letters  were  sent  to  owners  urging  compli- 
ance with  notices;  97  statutory  notices  being  subsequently 
.served  by  your  orders.  The  execution  of  the  necessaiy 
works  required  by  these  notice's  have  been  much  facilitated 
by  numerous  interviews  1 have  had  with  owners,  agents, 
or  builders,  either  at  the  proj)erties  concerned  or  at  the 
oflRces. 


26  liou.ses  and  outbuildings  have  been  connected  to  the  Drninapo  Work 
main  sewer,  148  yards  of  new  glazed  stoneware  pipes  have 
been  laid,  also  24  new  glazed  stoneware  gullies  have  been 
Hxed  ; 31  choked  drains  have  been  opened  and  cleansed, 
many  of  them  being  relaid,  representing  129  houses. 

The  drains  at  57  bouses  have  been  relaid,  and  in  many  Defective  ana 
cases  the  whole  have  been  taken  up  and  new  drains  sub- 
stituted.  210  yards  of  new  glazed  stoneware  ])ipes  have 
been  laid,  and  41  new  glazed  gullies  fixed. 

I have  still  to  report  that  a considei  able  pai’t  of  my  rrwy  and  Ash- 

• l i.  pill  iN  1116‘c* 

time  has  been  devoted  to  nuisances  ai-ising  from  toul  ana 
leaky  privy  middens,  especially  as  regartls  to  percolation 
from  same,  and  their  netirness  to  dwelling  houses. 


IG 


Tn  21  instances  owneivs  have  cemented  or  rebuilt  whilst 
in  17  cases  new  privies  and  ashpits  have  been  built. 


SliiUKliter 

Housch 


There  are  31  Registered  and  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 
in  the  Cannock  district.  I have  visited  these  regularly, 
ainl  a good  ijortion  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
supervision  of  meat  and  other  foods.  The  number  of 
visits  iiaid  to  shmghterhou.ses  being  779,  in  addition  to 
4(30  visits  to  butchers’  shops  ; also  57  visits  of  inspection 
to  the  markets. 


The  approximate  amount  of  meat  coming  iindei  my 
obseivation  is  as  follows:  2,099  sides  of  beef,  1,409  car- 
cases of  mutton  and  lamb,  102  carca.ses  of  veal,  and  1,009 
slaughtered  pigs. 


'JTie  amount  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  which  has 
been  cither  seized  or  surrendered  being  one  ton,  one  quar- 
ter, ten  pounds  of  beef,  225  pounds  of  pork,  81  pounds  of 
mutton,  and  one  cwt.  of  livers. 


Magisteri..!  Nature  of  offence.— Selling  and  exposing  diseased  meat 
Proceeciiiig.s  Result.  -Fined  £5  and  costs.  Total  £6  lUs.  Gd. 


Licences  One  licence  has  been  granted  for  a new  slaughterhouse. 
Three  applications  for  the  transfer  of  licences  have  been 
made  and  granted. 

Knackorysrci  (’,g  visits  have  been  made  to  the  knackeryai'd.  The 
])remises  have  been  kept  as  clean  as  is  possible,  taking  into 
consideration  the  nature  of  the  trade  carried  on  therein. 


Common  Lodg-  'ITicre  are  two  (mmmon  Lodging  Hou.ses;  these  have 
ing  houses  Pccn  svstemat ically  inspected,  sixty  inspections  have  been 
made  during  the  year.  The  houses  have  been  kept  clean, 
no  occasion  has  arisen  for  the  institution  of  proceedings 
through  the  contravention  of  the  Bye-laws,  and  no  case  of 
infections  disease  has  been  leported. 

Work.shops  and  There  arc  33  worksho])S  and  20  bakehousi  s in  the  dis- 
iinkehouses  (^()  in^pections  have  been  made  during  the  year.  In 

one  case  (he  drainage  was  defective;  most  of  the  drains 
have  been  taken  u])  and  new  ones  substituted.  The  nuis- 
ances generally  found  being  the  nt'od  of  limewashing, 
whicdi  has  been  done  by  drawing  the  tenants  attention  to 
the  matter. 

The  other  dettiila  of  the  work  of  my  department  are 
tabulated  on  the  acciiinpanving  tables. 


TABLE  I. 


No  of  visits  to  ashpits  and  reported  for  emptying  4000 
„ „ „ „ reinspected  after  „ 3000 


Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  799 

Knackeryards  ...  ...  68 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  460 

Markets  ...  ...  57 

Workshops  ...  ...  40 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  44 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  80 


Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  20 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  60 

Premises  respecting  notices  and 

work  in  progress  ...  800 


Total  ...  3128 


No  of  Preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  80 

„ Statutory  „ „ ...  ...  49 

„ Legal  Proceedings  .,  ...  ...  1 

„ Letters  written  to  owners  je  nuisances  ...  32 

,,  Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  90 

,,  Schools  disinfected...  ...  ...  4 

„ Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis 
„ Samples  of  water  condemned  ... 

„ Articles  disinfected  by  steam  and  hot  air  ...  177 

Total  ...  433 


TABLE  11. 


InsuflRcient  or  defective  drainage 

Notices 

served. 

41 

Houses  in 
connection 
with 
notices. 

92 

Choked  drains  ... 

12 

55 

Foul,  wet,  and  dilapidated  priv'y  middens 

26 

45 

Defective  W.C.  connections 

2 

2 

Water  Closets  without  water  supply  ... 

1 

o 

Overcrowded  houses 

o 

2 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ... 

5 

5 

Dii-ty  Cow.sheds 

Cowsheds  cleansed  without  notices 
Insanitary  Slaughter  Houses 

20 

o 

2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 

15 

15 

louling  of  Sanitary  conveniences 

8 

8 

Choked  Water  Closets 

1 

1 

18 


Stagnant  water  in  cellars  ... 
Unventilated  soil-pipe 
Defective  and  irsanitary  sinks 
Houses  without  windows  ... 
Absence  of  Ashpit  Accommodation 
Insanitary  Houses 
Offensive  smell  from  Gas  Plant 
Smoke  Nuisances 


1 

1 

7 

1 

3 

4 
3 
I 


4 
1 

10 

2 

5 

6 
4 


Totals  ...  159  261 


TABLE  111. 


Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  in  the  district  in 
pursuance  of  insjiections  made  and  notices  served  : 


Absence  of,  or  insufficient  drainage  of  premises, 
the  same  have  been  properly  drained  and 
connected  to  sewer  ... 

Defective  drains  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

Choked  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ... 

Dilapidated  Privies  and  Ashpits  repaired 
New  Privies  and  Ashpits  built 
Choked  Water  Closets  opened  and  cleansed 
Overcrowded  Houses,  numbers  reduced 
Water  Closets  without  w'ater  supply 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Dirty  Cowsheds  cleansed  w'ithout  notices 
Insanitary  Houses  cleansed 

Offensive  smells  from  Gas  Plant,  Gas  washings 
diverted  into  “ New”  Sewer 
Smoke  nuisance  abated  ... 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance,  the  said 
.animals  either  dispensed  with  or  properly 
kept 

Insanitary  sculleiy  sinks  either  repaired  or  re- 
placed by  glazed  sanitary  sinks 


26 

57 

31 

21 

17 

1 

0 

2 

5 

20 

6 

1 

1 


15 

10 
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1 am,  ^Ir.  Chairm.an  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TURTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


CAUSES  OF,  a:<d  ages  at  death  during 

YEAR  1905. 


Causes  oe  Death. 

Deaths  In  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages.) 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Insti- 

tutions 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 nnd 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
?.5. 

1 

2-5  II nd  C5  and 
under  1 up- 
05.  [wards 

1 

M 1 

c-H  1 

5? 

o 

1 

1 

^ C u 
a;  C c 

gSg: 

Small-pox 

Measles 

32 

G 

24 

2 

5 

12 

15 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

5 

3 

2 

3 

o 

Whooping-cough 

3 

O 

md 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

\ 

branous  croup 

2 

1 

Croup 

1 

1 

I 

r Typhus 

Fever  < Entei-ic 

3 

3 

1 

2 

( Other  cont’d. 

Epidemic  Influenza 

4 

1 

1 

o 

2 

2 

Cliolera 

Plague 

' 

Dianliooa 

12 

8 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Enteritis 

d 

G 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

O 

1 

1 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

23 

1 

1 

2 

3 

15 

1 

14 

3 

6 

5 

Other  tuherciilar 

diseases 

8 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

diseases 

S 

1 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

32 

9 

7 

3 

13 

18 

8 

6 

1 

Pneumonia 

41 

18 

12 

2 

8 

1 

10 

8 

23 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

14 

12 

o 

8 

6 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrliosis  of  Liver  j 

5 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

22 

22 

5 

11 

6 

1 

Diseases  & Accidents 

of  parturition 

10 

2 

8 

3 

4 

3 

Heart  Diseases 

2(3 

1 

2 

1 

20 

2 

14 

6 

6 

5 

Accidents 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

123 

36 

9 

2 

1 

28 

47 

64 

28 

31 

30 

All  causes 

395 

127 

}70 

18 

12 

98 

70 

161 

102 

132 

46 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 


Oeatbs  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 


One  Year  of  Age. 


CArSE  OF  DEATH. 

<u 

a; 

00 

<3i 

00 

0) 

0 

to 

0 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

00 

4-» 

0 

to  ^ 

^ 1 

0 1 

kH 

00 

rH 

0 

to 

♦3 

0 

J 

'9  1 

0 , 

X 

w 

3 1 

' 

so 

0 

P. 

to 

r* 

-H 

U Months.  1 

cc 

5 

B 

H 

to 

eH 

■H 

0 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

S 

P 

(M 

rH 

cc 

1 

•4* 

1 

CO 

M 

1 

rH 

CO  I 

1 ! 
G<i  : 

i 

-t* 

0 

1 

1 ! 

0 , 

1 

0 

X 1 

1 

X 

1 

a 

1 

1 

Year. 

ALL  CAUSES. 
Certiei'il ... 

;to 

4 

9 

7 

50 

9 

3 

0 

1 

8 

6 

13 

0 

(5 

11 

4 

5 

123 

4 

Unoerlitie'l 

1 

2 

3 

Common 

1 

! 

1 

Inlectious  Diseases. 

1 

• 

Small-pox 

Chickt.'ii-pox 

Moaali's  .. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtlicriii ; Croup 
Whooping  Uouph 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•) 

1 

6 

Dlarrhoeal  Diseases. 
Diarrlnvn,  all  form.s 
Enterititf  I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

3 

(not  'ruberculons)  } 

Gastritis,  Gjustro-  ^ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

intoetiniii  Catarrh  j 

Wasting  Diseases. 

22 

Premature  Birth  .. 
Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  . . 

17 

2 

1 

20 

2 

Atropliy,  Debility,  I 

Marasmus  ) 

8 

2 

1 

1 

»-• 

/ 

0 

4^ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

19 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 
Tuberculous  Meuingiti.s  ... 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculotis  I’ttritoniti.s  : T 

1 

1 

2 

Tabes  Mcccutcric  t 

i 

Other  Tiiherculous  ■( 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Di.scaacs  ( 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

i 

1 

! 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Meningiti.s 

i 

1 

1 

(not  Tuhorculous)  ) 

' 

) 

Convnlsion.s 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

; 2 

1 

1 

8 

Bronchitis 

baryiigitis 

1 

I 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

2 

9 

J’noumouin 

l 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

•) 

18 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

( 

' 

1 

Other  causes 

10 

1*2 

(! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

:U 

4 

1 

11 

7 

1 

9 

3 

.3 

8 

1) 

laUi  b; 

1 1 

1 1| 

5 

127 

I’opulation,  estimated  to  middle  of  1905,  24,000. 


Hirths  in  tlie  year — Legitimate,  888  ; illegitimate,  35. 
^ Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  395. 

f 


Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 


FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


Year. 


S o 

•3  ® fa 

£ w 

fa 

= 1^ 

c ^ 

0) 

c.'ta 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1890 

1891 
189U 

1903 

1904 


Births. 


•21000861 
•22000780 
22000846 
22000836 
22000955 
230001886 
24001 
24000 


893 
981 
24000887 


24000 


918 


O <35 
a:  ic 

5'-  '•22800 


B.'  <30 

CC  1—4 

U 

O 

< ai 
o 


9< 


I5l240( 


)0 


S 


41 
35-45 
38-45 
38 
43  4 
38-5 

37- 2 
40-8 

37 

38- 2 


884 


>^97 


38-6 


373 


Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

I'E.^THS  AT 
ALL  Ages. 
Total. 

Deaths  in  Public 
j ID  Institutions. 

Deaths  of  N on- 

residents  registered 

Q in  Public  Institu- 
tions in  the  District. 

Deaths  of  Residents 

^ registered  in  Public 

^ Institutions  beyond 

the  District. 

Nett  Deaths 
at  all  ages  be- 
longing to  Dt. 

U 

0) 

S 

5 

fa  2 

P-2 
fa  c 

6 

1 Number. 

<X)  Rate. 

1—'  N umber. 

tc 

1 

i 

13 

124 

144 

347 

16-5 

46 

128 

164 

378 

17-18 

44 

95 

112 

316 

14-36 

43 

148 

177 

389 

17-68 

41 

138;  143 

387 

17-59 

33 

129  145 

410 

17-8 

53 

143160 

403 

16-8 

39 

14 

6 

395 

16-4 

130132 

402 

16-75 

44 

16 

16 

402 

16-75 

111125 

351 

14-6 

36 

14 

14 

351 

146 

127jl38 

387 

16-1 

46 

14 

20 

393 

16-3 

1 

1 Ol 

;144 

! 

377 

16-5 

42 

■ 

127 

1 141  *404 

16-8 

46 

19 

10 

395 

16-4 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  8,009  ; 
Total  population  at  all  <ages,  23,994;  Number  of  inhabited  houses. 
4,592  ; Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5.  At  census  of  1901, 


I. 

Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
localities  of  the  District. 

Cannock  Union 
Workhouse. 

W olverhampton 
Infirmary. 
Burntwood  Asylum 
Walsall  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Hednesford 
Accident  Home. 

Cannock  Union 
Workhouse. 

J.  NORTHEY  PHILLIPS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Heai-th- 


March  i6th,  igo^. 


